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Easton Announces a One Million Dollar Donation to Support Archery 

 
 Salt Lake City, Utah, December 2006 ⎯ FITA’s International Archery Development Foundation 

(FIDTA, Fondation Internationale de Développement du Tir À L'Arc) received a one million dollar 

donation from Jas. D. Easton, Inc., (Easton) to support the development of archery around the globe.  The 

gift will provide athletic scholarships, material support, coaching seminars and special programs; and also 

will allow young archers from countries with developing archery programs to take part in the Junior 

World Archery Championships.  Easton has committed to donate an additional $500,000 in matching 

funds to FIDTA.   Dr. Ugur Erdener, President of FITA said, “FITA would like to deeply thank Jim 

Easton for this exceptional gesture.  This is another one of many in his long-time involvement in sports, 

which features the positions of:  Mayor of the UCLA Athletes’ Village and the Commissioner of Archery 

at the 1984 Olympic Games, President of FITA from 1989 until 2005, IOC Member since 1994, and IOC 

Vice President from 2002 to 2006.” 

Greg Easton, President of Easton Technical Products, said, “Over the years, Jim Easton has 

dedicated an incredible amount of time and money to support the development of archery.  This donation 

of one million dollars to FITA’s Development Foundation will help FITA continue the strong support 

of international archery.  In addition, Jim has funded the Easton Sports Development Foundation so it can 

donate a million dollars each year to support archery programs." 

Jim Easton, Chairman/CEO of Easton stated, “The Easton Sports Development Foundation 

(ESDF), has been funded for the past 25 years by Easton, and has donated over two million dollars to 

support youth archery programs.  From 1982 to 1986, ESDF built three archery ranges in Southern 

California and developed youth archery programs as part of Easton’s sponsorship of the 1984 Olympics.  

These facilities are still active today.   

“The 2006 recapitalization of Easton Sports, Inc., the team sports subsidiary of Jas. D. Easton 

Inc., gave our company the resources to fund FITA’s Development Foundation, and to also make a multi-

million dollar contribution to the ESDF.  The goal is to educate and expose as many people as possible—

youth, seniors, and athletes with disabilities—to the lifetime sport of archery; to create a program that 

allows young archers to improve their skills; and to establish a seamless path of training so an archer’s 

ambition to become an Olympic archery gold medalist can be achieved.  The second Easton Foundation—

Easton Sports Development Foundation II (ESDF II) —was formed in 2006 to support archery and other 



youth sports programs and 501(c)3 charitable groups.  I am very pleased to announce the programs of the 

ESDF and the new ESDF II (The Easton Foundations). 

“In 1922, my father, Doug Easton, started making wood bows and arrows in his garage.  In 1946, 

he developed the first successful aluminum arrow.  Since then, the Easton Sports subsidiary has expanded 

it’s expertise in sports products to include ski poles, golf shafts, baseball and softball bats, ice hockey 

sticks, tent tubing, and bicycle components and frames.  The outstanding success of Easton Sports was 

made possible by the technological and financial success of the Easton arrow shaft.  Therefore, it is the 

wish of our family to honor Doug Easton for what his vision and innovative talent created, by giving back 

to the sport of archery through our foundations.” 

Erik Watts, CEO of Easton-Hoyt stated, “The primary purpose of the ESDF is to develop a 

competitive Olympic archery program that helps young archers improve their skills as they progress 

through NASP, JOAD, middle school, high school and college archery programs, and on to National 

Olympic team training.  The Easton Foundations will also support selected archery range development 

and bowhunting education programs, in coordination with educational and governmental organizations.” 

In 1991, the ESDF funded the archery training field at the U.S. Olympic Training Center in Chula 

Vista, California.  Today, Easton and ESDF provide ongoing support for the Olympic Training Center 

and sponsorship for archery programs for schools and nine colleges in Southern California.   With their 

now greatly increased financial resources, the Easton Foundations will expand their efforts to support 

archery programs in the USA. 

For further information contact Erik Watts or Greg Easton, Directors of Easton Sports 

Development Foundations at 801-539-1400, or write them at 5040 Harold Gatty Drive, Salt Lake City, 

Utah 84116. 
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